
September was the competitive event in more ways than one, 
referring to the darts and potjie evening. A big vote of thanks to our chefs for the lovely potjie, namely, Donald, Elma, Kevin, Barry. Thanks also to Lisa and Frank who traveled all the way from PE to take part in our fun event. Thanks for your support. The pictures below tells it all. 
 The 24October the MG Club will be organizing an economy run. Please make an effort to support this event to help them make it a success. This is a multi club event. 
 A reminder to all who would like to take part in the Amathole Classic Run on the 29 November. Please remember to register for the indemnity before hand. You can contact Joyce or Graham Hayward. You will receive a “life time” membership card. This year we will be travelling  to Kei Road and those who have been there will remember those nice steaks. Well more about this later. 
 A National FORD day will be held at Pakisa in Welkom on the 27 February 2010 it will be an attempt to gather the most Fords for the Guinness book of records. The present record is 165 cars. 
 We are only a few weeks away from the show and shine so get those cars ready this will be the judging for the trophies for prize giving. It is  so scary to think this year is coming to  an end. It has certainly gone quickly. 
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MEMBERS’ PROFILE 

The limelight this month belongs to Louis & Lyrece, members of two 
years standing and by the sound of things really enjoying the club. These 
two will shortly be three, as there is a little bundle of joy awaiting them 
come December. I think I am right in assuming that it will be a little girl, 
anyway a wonderful Christmas present for you both. This couple are 
both “Amatola run” fans so they rate highly with me. Lyrece  was 
hatched here in East London whilst Louis was born in Bloem and moved 
to Gonubie when one year old. They first met in the work place where 
this very pretty lady (Lyrece) worked in the office. Louise asked for a 
date and that was it (love at first sight?). They have been together ever 
since. Louis has a 1980 mini clubman which he is busy restoring, a 1976 
Datsun Z602 and a 1980 Ford Escort 1600 sport all of which are in various stages of restoration. Three wishes would be for 
health, time and money to finish the restoration to his cars and that’s exactly what he would do should he be fortunate enough 
to win the lotto. His last wish is to have a long life in order to see his future daughter grow. Lyrece would appear to be an 
animal lover as winning the lotto for her would mean she could open up a restaurant for dogs!! (Lyrece are you serious? 
What name would you give it? Maybe “K9’s Paradise” or “The Doggie Diner”? True to this dream she enjoys walking her 
dogs and when the weather is bad she enjoys scrap booking. Lyrece works as a personal assistant to a financial manager. 
They both would like to see Kimmy Raikonen as F1 champion 2009. As for their most embarrassing moment we find Louis 
flying through Potters Pass backwards in Don’s Chev and Lyrece getting into a slide with the Escort on a public road! Did 
you both take tips from “Bobby”  sideways  “Jones?” Louis has his own business known as  Louis motors Autoelectrician, 
and he works from a mobile workshop. So any of you readers who happen to break down electrically, just give Louis a call 
on 0823496195 and he and his workshop will come and sort you out. That’s all for this time. 
                                                         God bless you, all three.                  Trevor     
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                                                                                The Leyland Legend  
  At a recent noggin Ralph Morgan loaned me a book on the history of Leyland (one of the giants in automobile manufacture 
in the last century). The book was published in 1966 to commemorate 70 years of progress, the company first being formed 
in 1896, although their first steam wagon was built in 1884, it would appear that in 1966 (date of manufacture of my Tri-
umph Spitfire), the company then known as “Leyland Triumph” was booming as one of the largest automobile manufactur-
ers in the world. As the petrol engine was still in the future pipeline, they started off with steam driven vehicles, one of the 
first being a steam powered twopenny farthing tricycle! The founders of the company were James Sumner and Henry Spur-
rier. One amusing story from this book is when the twopenny farthing ran through the streets of Leyland. It was too fast to be 
preceded by a red flag man (which was the law for powered vehicles in those days), hence James Sumner was taken to court 

and fined one shilling (10cents) for his misdeed. The first petrol engine was 
developed in 1904 at a time when users had to be convinced that mechanical 
transport was better than using horses. That first petrol engine was a two cyl-
inder model producing 12b.h.p. (sometimes) and fitted with a low-tension 
ignition system (anyone know how low tension can produce a spark?). Ley-
land’s first big order took the form of a double decker bus in 1905 capable of 
seating about 20 passengers.   Interesting to note is that the production of 
steam powered vehicles continued until 1926. Leyland really only took off in 
1907 when they started building large delivery vehicles and a fire engine. To 
test the fire engines petrol driven water pump, it was run for an extended pe-
riod in the confines of the workshop. After a while some of the staff fell to the 
floor unconscious and had to be carried out by workmates. Thus was learned 
the harmful effects of carbon monoxide. In 1912 electric headlamps were of-

fered in place of acetylene headlamps. In 1913 the pneumatic tyre made its first appearance along with the first shock absorb-
ers, and glass windows were fitted to public transport vehicles. 
 Leyland was involved in both world wars with the manufacture of aircraft and tank engines. Not only that but they 
re-tooled their plant to produce bombs and in fact ended up producing 400,000 per month. After the war a great deal of their 
operation was the production of busses (the famous English trolley bus), power units for diesel railcars and heavy duty 
trucks.  
 In 1961 Leyland took over Standard-Triumph International and started producing a range of vehicles including 
sports cars, saloons, estate cars and light delivery vans. In 1966 Standard-Triumph was one of the first recipients of the 
Queens Award to Industry. Sadly the company no longer exists and if anyone out there knows what happened and why, 
please let me know so I can complete this history. And that folks is where my short review of the book ends.  

             Louis & Lyrece 
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THE SPARK-PLUG 
How often don't we take the little spark-plug for granted? This 
month we take a detailed look at its construction, the reason for 
the use of the materials and also using the condition of the plug 
to determine the condition of the engine. I thought I knew it all, 
but the diagram on the left showed me how little I know! 

Technical Time 

I purchased my Cobra car kit in 1996 from Gary Miles.  It took me 18 months to build it with the 
help of great friends and a very patient wife who sat many an evening in the garage giving me 
all the support and encouragement until midnight some evenings. 
What inspired me to build a Cobra car? 
I have always been a sports car enthusiast, having two MG’s and restoring one. And sadly had 
to part with the MG’s to buy our first home.  Then in meeting Gary Miles I fell in love with the 
Cobra and then decided to build one.  The engine is a Ford 302 V8. It has won many trophies. 
My Cobra is a well travelled car.  We have been to Durban, Cape Town, George Car shows, 
Johannesburg, Klerksdorp and the highlight with my car was doing the Sani Pass which was 
very exciting.  The Cobra is a very comfortable ride and has given me no trouble at all, just 
pleasure. 
My next challenge is in 2010 is to go to Verneukpan to do a run on the saltpans. 
Yours in motoring, 
         Don. 

Lovely to look at, 
delightful to hold. 
She can reach a good 
speed, or so I am 
told. 
But once on the high-
way she really starts 
to perform, 
As getting her revs 
up is all part of the 
norm. 
So settle back and 
enjoy the run.  
Cause this little 
model is nothing but 
fun. (Spitfire??) 





Trandy: Ink, Toner, Cartridges etc. 
      phone             0716856418 
 
Telequack:  Repairs to telephones, 
fax  machines and supplier of  Orion             
& Venus phones.      0834899137 
 
Autolec: Auto electric service and         
repairs  phone        0437431218     
 
Streak-A-Head:  Latest styles in 
hairdressing  phone 0437411244 
 
O&K Plant & Vehicle main-
tenance phone     
0437311535 
 
Dennis McCullum re-
pairs. Electric gates, inter-
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October 2009 

The Committee 
Chairman - Johan Hattingh   (hattinjp@telkom.co.za)(043 - 741 2577;  Cell: 082 412 3365) 

Vice-Chairman - Kevin Clayton                               (043-7412403; Cell: 083 500 6185) 
Secretary - Kobus Maritz (maritzjs@mweb.co.za)    (043 - 7263431; Cell: 083 419 3639) 

Treasurer - Alma Henderson 
(donhenderson@telkomsa.net)                                    (043 - 7353327; Cell: 083 306 7666) 

Events Co-ordinator - Joyce Hattingh 
(telequack@telkomsa.net)                                           (043 - 741 2577; Cell: 084 798 6248) 

Assistant Events Co-ordinator - Magda Maritz(maritzjs@mweb.co.za)    (043 - 7263431) 
P.R.O. - Carol Nicholson                                           (carol.nicholson@za.pwc.com)   (043 - 7073203)  
Scribe  Trevor Browne 

(trevorbrowne@absamail.co.za)  (043 726 4798, Cell 
082 499 5334) 

Clubhouse Co-Ordinator - Shaun Eberhardt 
(seberhardt@um.co.za)                                               (043 - 726 5772 ; Cell: 083 500 1355) 

Chief Judge / Score Keeper - Barry Gradwell      (barry.gradwell@crestchem.co.za)                                                   (Cell: 082 469 3136) 

Ever forgotten your wife's birthday? Next time 
this happens and she sadly reminds you, say 
“Darling how can I possibly remember when you 
never look any older!”  
 
A successful man is one who makes more money 
than his wife can spend. A successful woman is 
one who can find such a man! 

Acclaimed champion golfer, Arnold Palmer, was asked as to what single factor helps him to win the way 
he always does. “Well” he said “you see before each game my wife takes out my balls and kisses them”. 
 
“Grandma” asked the inquisitive four-year-old, “what happens when a car is too old to run anymore?” 
“Someone sells it to your grandfather as a classic.” 
 
What's the difference between paraffin and petrol?...There are two f’s in paraffin, but no f in petrol when 
your engine stops running!! 

 
 
Matt Pankratz       1st    Lindsay Bridger    2nd Alma Henderson  6th    Joyce Hattingh     11th Bruce Clayton    15th    Percy Noah          18th Jeanette Uys       21st    Ronnie Herseman22nd Tom Shadwell    24th    Kenny Willemse  26th Errol Scheepers  28th    Lisa Thomson      30th  

   
n’ Nuwe manier om gras te sny. 
 
              Gestuur van  
              Kobus Maritz. 

Forthcoming events  24th October...Economy run. A multi-club event organized by the MG car club 
please contact Brandon for details, phone 0837656037.     Show n Shine  18th November.  
For sale  1973 Ford Escort, metallic lime green, has papers but not licenced phone 
Dean 0848448030 or Theresa 082 9217578. R8000-00 O.N.O.  


