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Wizards Chatter 
 Chairman’s Chirp 

We've seen vice grips 
used in place of a 
s teer ing wheel. 
We’ve seen the throt-
tle being controlled 
by someone sitting in 
the engine bay and 
we’ve even seen cars 
being driven with a 
cow on the hood, but 
this one surely takes 
the cake, ingenuity  
or just plain stupid-
ity. one has to give 
full marks for im-
provisation. One of 
the drawbacks, how-
ever, is having to 
jack the car up every 
time you need to wa-
ter the garden?!  

With the WOW  SHOW behind us, I can really say that it was a huge suc-
cess and the weather was great. We also had good support from the public. 
I would also once again like to thank everyone who was involved with the 
planning and the setting up on the day, it was much appreciated. 
Guys we are into the second half of the year and this is the time that we all 
find very busy, therefore we will give you the events for the rest of the year 
so we can all plan our weekends accordingly . The first one will be the 
Darts event on the 17th of July and this will be with a difference. With the 
darts this year we will be having a spit braai , This was decided by popular 
vote at the June noggin. On the15th August we have a potjie competition 
and the 22nd August a garage hop and ladies outing. The 18th-19th Sept 
we will have our camping weekend away and this year we are off to Kei 
Mouth. On the 2nd October Port Elizabeth will host their first car show and 
we would like to support them as they always support us specially at the WOW show. On the17 October 
we are planning a pancake run and on the 21stNov the Show and Shine with a braai afterwards and on 
the 28th of Nov we will have our 20th AMATOLA CLASSIC CAR RUN. This year the committee are 
planning a lot of special things to celebrate this achievement. We will have a special metal bumper 
badge made to commemorate this special event and this will be a limited edition ( a collectors item sec-
ond to none, replica of the original). Then we will end off the year with our prize giving on the 4th Dec. 
Good luck to the guys who are still busy with there cars I know they all trying to have it ready for the 
Show and Shine.                    The Captain. 

HI FOLKS 
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                       SUNDAY OUTING FOR THE CLUB LADIES. 
  
On Sunday 16th May at 12.30 the club ladies got together at Comrades, our usual meeting place as we 
were to leave at 1pm for the mystery outing that Joyce had organized for us. 
I had Joyce, Alrose and my friend Heather in the car with me. Altogether there were eight of us plus 
three of the very young ladies that go to all the outings. 
Our first port of call was the Coelacanth Cafe which is situated behind the Museum. It is owned and run 
by Deon Deale and if ever you want a fabulous meal or just coffee and cake, that is the place to go. 
Most of us had  quiche and salad and Celeste settled for a pie, chips and gravy .We all enjoyed our 
food very much. That was followed by cappucinno, which brought a lot of laughs as some of us ordered 
the skinny one trying to fool our bodies into thinking what we were drinking was slimming and some had 
fatty ones with cream. It was great being together and having such a great time laughing and chatting. It 
was then that Joyce announced that I had won the R3000 that was drawn at the club the night before. I 
couldn't believe what I was hearing as all the years I have taken raffles etc at the club I have never won 
a thing.   
We then moved on to Berea to the Oakhampton B & B. The place is really lovely. We were met by 
Marlene Emslie who owns the B & B. She has a lovely little shop and sells all sorts of smelly goodies 
from bath soaps to facial creams which she makes herself on the property. While showing us around 
the place we discovered she had a quaint little pub but she wasn't too charmed that we had just walked 
in there as she said it was untidy as the maids were off for the weekend. Little did she know we had 
three of our own bar ladies with us and so could have ended up having one hell of a party. After all be-
ing allowed to try out one of the homemade products on our hands she ushered us out into the very 
tranquil garden and served us tea, coffee and muffins. The B & B has won the AA accommodation 
awards a good few times and has a 4 star rating. By then it was 3.45pm and Joyce announced that 
there was still one more place to go to so we hit the road and ended up in Willowpark. 
There we were introduced to a very talented lady called Sharon. She is a dress maker and runs a busi-
ness from home where she has a work room as well as a showroom for all her garments. It was really 
an interesting place and her prices are very reasonable if there is anyone looking for a garment for a 
special occasion keep her in mind. She also sells beads to go with the garments. 
By the time we had finished there we set off to drop Joyce, Bev and the girls at a house in Greenfields 
where they had to meet their husbands who had been on the garage hop. 
I would just like to say for those of you who missed the outing really missed out on a most enjoyable 
afternoon. A big thank you to Joyce who always has great surprises for us on our outings, you are a 
star my friend. My friend Heather said thank you to the ladies for the great afternoon, she really did en-
joy herself. 
                                                                      HEATHER BRIDGER 

 
                             BEESSTERTBROODDJIE 
 
1 pak (500g) bruismeel                  1 pakkie beesstertsoppoeier 
1 h0uer (500ml) karringmelk     125ml gerasperde kaas 
Knypie rooipeper 
 
 
Metode 
 
 
 Voorverhit die oond tot 190 C. Smeer die snye brood aan die een  
kant met Margariien. Plaas brood met gesmeerde kant onder in 
 oonvaste bak en pak spek  bo-op. Klits die eiers, voeg die melk 
en  
kaas by en meng. Gooi dit oor die brood-en-speklae en laat dit 15  
minute staan sodat die brood kan week. Bak 35 tot 40 minute op 
die middelste oondrak. Sit dit warm voor.         Dankie Kobus. 



Wizards Chatter July 2010          
Page 3 

 

Car-lover buried under one-ton granite carving ... of a BMW 
Some cemetery bosses reel in horror at 
the mere thought of a teddy bear in their 
graveyard. They consider cuddly toys 
and trinkets tacky and inappropriate in a 
sombre setting.  Other managers, it 
would seem, take a more relaxed ap-
proach. When car fanatic Steve Marsh 
died last year, aged 51, his family 
wanted to mark his passing with a big 
gesture. And after getting permission 
from the authorities they came up with 
this headstone - in the shape of his fa-
vourite BMW M3 convertible.  The 
granite scale model, which had to be im-
ported from the Far East, cost around 
£50,000 - almost as much as the real 
thing.  Weighing one ton, the BMW 
sculpture had to be lowered over Mr. 

Marsh's grave by crane in an operation involving 20 
people. The detailed design includes silver-painted 
lights, a complete dashboard and tiny BMW logos on 
the wheels. It even has the personalised number-plate: 
'Steve 1'. Mr. Marsh, who was known as 'BMW Steve' 
because of his love of the cars, died in his sleep last 
April. He had been suffering heart problems. His wife 
Joanne, 51, and children Kerry, 31, and Vincent, 27, 
from Forest Gate, East London, drew up the designs 
for the headstone with the help of a stone mason. he 
loved cars from a child. When Mum was in labour 
with me my Dad was outside fixing the nurse's car and 
got a page when it was time to come inside.  

                                                                          WOW SHOW          AWARDS 
Classic car lovers throughout East London  must know us for the most prestigious awards of any local car show. Bearing in 
mind that these are not floating but given to the winners to keep. It was with reluctance that this year we made a R10-00 entry 
fee for partakers, but we had to do this to cover our expenses the greatest of which was the manufacture of customised awards 

(R7000-00). Add to this the advertising costs, donation to the 
school, the cost of the DJ and the fact that contestants also won 
money prizes and you will realize that R10-00 is a ridiculously 
small price to pay.  The WOW show is not a fund raising project 
and should the weather be bad we stand to suffer a substantial loss. 
  
Our award winners were: 
Ian Nicholsen,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.Car of the day, 
Ian Nicholsen,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.Best wheels and tyres. 
Lindsey & Heather………..Cleanest Exterior. 
Kenny Willemse…………..Cleanest interior. 
Dennis Mc Cullum………...Cleanest engine bay. 
Kobus Maritz……………....Cleanest/oldest bike.  
 
  CONGRATULATIONS  & WELL DONE TO YOU ALL .    



Trandy: Ink, Toner, Cartridges etc. 
      phone             0716856418 
 
Telequack:  Repairs to telephones, 
fax  machines and supplier of  Orion             
& Venus phones.      0834899137 
 
Autolec: Auto electric service and         
repairs  phone        0437431218     
 
Streak-A-Head:  Latest styles in 
hairdressing  phone 0437411244 
 
O&K Plant & Vehicle mainte-
nance phone     0437311535 
 
Dennis McCullum repairs. 
Electric gates, intercoms etc.  
phone             0437439728 
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Monthly 
Raffle 

The Club Raffle for last The Club Raffle for last The Club Raffle for last 
month was won by:month was won by:month was won by:   

Have you paid your 2010 

subs????????????
????? 

The Committee 
Chairman - Johan Hattingh   

(hattinjp@telkom.co.za)(043 - 741 2577;  Cell: 082 
412 3365) 

Vice-Chairman - Kevin Clayton                               
(043-7412403; Cell: 083 500 6185) 

Secretary - Kobus Maritz (maritzjs@mweb.co.za)    
(043 - 7263431; Cell: 083 419 3639) 

Treasurer - Lorna Hewitt (hewittb@telkomsa.net} 

(043 736 1390) 

Events Co-ordinator - Joyce Hattingh 
(telequack@telkomsa.net)                                           

(043 - 741 2577; Cell: 084 798 6248) 

 

Ass. Judge / Scorekeeper Les Thomas 

(thomaslw@telkom.co.za) (0437267665  
0834128138)                                         

Scribe  Trevor Browne 
(trevorbrowne@absamail.co.za)  (043 726 4798, 

Cell 082 499 5334) 

Clubhouse Co-Ordinator - Shaun Eberhardt 
(seberhardt@um.co.za)                                               

(043 - 726 5772 ; Cell: 083 500 1355) 

Chief Judge / Score Keeper - Barry Gradwell      
(barry.gradwell@crestchem.co.za)                                                   

(Cell: 082 469 3136) 

JU
ST

 J
OK

IN
G 

  Percy Noah 

     Sandy the blond began a job as an elementary school councilor and she was eager to 
help. As world cup soccer was the talk of the town the kids were playing soccer on the 
school field. Sandy noticed one little boy standing all by himself at one side of the field. 
Sandy approached him and asked if he was all right. The boy said he was . A little while 
later, however, Sandy noticed the boy was in the same spot still by himself. Approaching 
again, Sandy said “Would you like me to be your friend?” The boy hesitated, then said, 
“Okay”, looking at the woman suspiciously. Feeling she was making progress, Sandy asked 
“Why are you standing here all alone?”. “Because,” the little boy said with great  exaspera-
tion, “ I’m the goalie.” 

Beethoven composed 9 symphonies during his lifetime. 
However, he never heard the last few as he became totally 
deaf. 
The ancient City of Troy was rebuilt 9 times. 
The 9th most intelligent animal is the pig. 
After the crucifixion, Jesus made 9 appearances before 
ascending to Heaven. 
It is possible to win a 501-up game of darts with just 9 
throws: 7 treble 20’s, a treble 15 and a double 18.  

 
 
   Dennis McCallum               8th 
   Shannon Holloway             12th 
   Don Henderson                  17th 
    Andre Ferreira                   17th 
    Cecil Scholtz                     20th 
     Johan Hatting                   21st 
    Barry Gradwell                 27th 
    

For Sale:This beautiful 1956  golden brown Stude-
baker. Genuine leather upholstery, low mileage, needs a 
little TLC. Owner reluctant to sell but needs the space. 
Any offer above R1-50 will be considered. All that is 
needed to get it back on the road is a few nuts and bolts. 
The windows are in excellent condition likewise the 

rear tail lights, 
ash trays, steer-
ing wheel and 
rear view mir-
ror. Any firm 
offer to Kenny  
Wilemse will 
be considered.  

Forthcoming Events:     Spit-Braai & darts evening  at the club 17th July. 
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                                                                                       I Drove It!! 
Yes dear fellow members I really did. I actually drove it on the annual January breakfast run in which all car clubs participate 
ensuring a mammoth turn out of almost 100 cars ranging from AC Cobras to Austin Ten’s, Mini’s, Triumphs, Alfas, MG’s and 
so on. But the fact is that I drove it all the way to Inkwezi Game Park for breakfast. You are most probably wondering what I 
drove and I admit that it wasn’t a Triumph. All my Triumphs stayed at home on this occasion because I had planned weeks 
ahead to drive this car on the breakfast run. As per usual it was “The same procedure as last year James”, as the cars and families 
gathered at the War Memorial where lots of  chatting and stories were being exchanged when all of a sudden this metallic silver , 
throbbing, sports car slowly idled past  so as to get as many admiring glances from the guy’s and gal’s in the crowd! Now this 
was the first time I had driven it and to show off to maximum effect I tramped down the petrol as far as it would go! Within mil-
liseconds my body sank into the leather seat and if it weren’t for the headrest whiplash would have been the result. A very slight 
squeal from the tyres, a thundering roar from 5,5 liter’s of the V8 twin turbocharged engine and we were out of sight before the 
crowed could even gulp, in fact the car was traveling at 100kms some 2,8 seconds from my foot hitting the pedal?! Then came 
the best show off part. With the windows all closed, the air conditioner on and a Cher DVD on the TV screen sharing the honors 
with the “sense around sound” system, I felt like the King of the road to be sure. It was indeed a scorching day and I felt almost 
mean waving to all those open top car guy’s sweltering in the heat so I decided it was time to join the group and to that end I 
pressed a little button which caused the most exciting thing to happen as the hood split up into three parts and neatly deposited 
itself in the boot! Suddenly all could hear Cher, the air conditioner was just as effective and the crowd gathering around could 
now even see her on the built in TV screen. Oh what a car, what a pleasure, what an eye catcher and surely the best vacuum 
cleaner in town picking up bits of fluff without even trying, I have to ask myself, “am I really 65?”, in this machine I felt like a 
chicken.  
And now were’ off to the venue in convoy and then at last I catch up to the Cobra guy’s, you know, those fellas who trail behind 
you for k upon k and then come screaming past you with that great V8 beat built into  their exhaust tone. It was a case of “move 
over guy’s its my turn today”,  and what a pleasure to put foot and suddenly see the Cobras diminishing in size through the elec-
tronically operated rear view mirror! For me another of the features of this beaut was the satellite navigational system (YOU 
CAN’T GET LOST!). Ok its time for me to come clean and tell you just what it was that I was driving if you haven’t already 
guessed. Unfortunately it wasn’t mine but is owned by my son in law and it is a 2004 model imported from Germany, in fact it is 
a SL55 AMG Mercedes sports car!! Mind blowing, adrenalin pumping, nerve shattering, exciting, loving, mind boggling, I could 
go on and on, it’s truly a dream sports car, it’s manual, it’s automatic, formula 1 gear changes on the steering wheel, fully com-
puterized braking and acceleration  systems, guaranteed to travel at speeds in excess of 300k’s. On our return trip, son in law 
demonstrated acceleration up to 250k’s on a bend nogal!!! The beautiful white leather seat was nearly discoloured as a result! 
Amongst some of the other features (too numerous to mention) were air-conditioned seats with a built in viabrator (don’t get me 
wrong, this massages your back whilst traveling). There are no conventional shocks and the whole of the suspension is con-
trolled by pneumatics, which automatically lowers the whole vehicle to within centimeters off the road at speed and a cruise con-
trol which senses the vehicle in front and automatically maintains the correct following distance. All this and an owner recogni-
tion system which allows the doors to open only after scanning the owners thumb print on the door handle and lots, lots more 
puts a price tag on this machine of a mere R1,8 M!! 
Would I swap my Spittie for it? I say “no contest, no way, unfair question.” You see I love my Spitfire, but now I also love my 
son in law! 

                   Modelers Corner       (Trevor Browne) 
                   Number of cylinders    V8 
                   Total displacement   5439cc 
                   Rated output (kW at rpm)2  350/6100 
                   0 to 100 km/h   4,7 sec’s 
                   Fuel consumption city                       21L/100km 
                   Year of manufacture   2004 

I wrote the above article 6 years ago after Iwan acquired his SL55. 
It really was the most exciting car to drive ever. After re-reading it 
I thought some of our members may enjoy it. So, for what it’s 
worth I have included it in this issue, hope you enjoy it. 

             SCALE…….1 :18 

mailto:(barry.gradwell@crestchem.co.za)
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                                                    ELECTRICAL WIRING OF YOUR CAR     (Part One) 
                  “ If the engine of a car is the heart, then the electrical system is it’s nerve centre.” 
 
When properly maintained the majority of electrical accessories are very reliable, but when they go wrong they can 
be more irritating than other defects likely to occur in the vehicle. But these components are not really the subject of 
this article. 
One item, however, if not properly done can lead to endless trouble and that is poor wiring. For starters, when restor-
ing your car, throw away all the rotten and tatty diseased wiring and start from scratch. 
To many, the electrics of a car is tantamount to delving into the realms of the occult and supernatural. This need not 
be and if the following can be followed it will give a much better understanding of the electrics of the car and will 
show that it is not so complicated after all. 
The electrics of a car can be divided into three separate components, connected only by a common positive and nega-
tive supply (battery). 
The first component is the “Power supply circuit”. This consists of the battery, the starter, the cut-out and the voltage 
regulator. On inspection of the circuit diagram for the power supply circuit we start with the battery. The positive 
terminal of the battery is connected by a very heavy cable to the starter motor, by way of the starter solenoid. The 
negative terminal also with a heavy wire is connected through the earth switch ( on some cars), otherwise direct to 
the chassis or engine. An earth switch is recommended to protect your car both as an anti theft device and to imobi-
lise the electrics when it stands for the odd month or two while not being used. Should you wish to fit an earth switch 
to your car just remember it must be a heavy duty switch capable of handling up to 50 amps.  
From the positive terminal a lighter wire is led to the cut-out and through this to the voltage regulator and generator 
(otherwise known as a dynamo). Note the fuse which is placed in the main cut-out circuit. 
We now have the power supply in position and from it is taken a positive and negative lead to the ignition circuit. 
This consists of an ignition switch, a coil, contact points and condenser (capacitor) and then on to the distributor and 
spark plugs. You will see that parallel with the positive supply there is an ignition circuit (also positive). The reason 
for this is that certain items of the auxiliary circuit must only be energized when the ignition switch is switched on, 
whereas lights etc. are live even when the ignition switch is switched off. On some cars the main beam head lights 
are also switched off with the ignition switch to prevent accidental running down of the battery should one forget to 
turn off the lights with the light switch. 
The items concerned are the windscreen wiper, the direction indicators, the fuel gauge and the fuel pump. For obvi-
ous reasons these must not be energized while the ignition is switched off. The ignition auxiliary circuit is protected 
by a separate fuse. The non-ignition circuit is the one used for the lights, the cigarette lighter and the hooter 
(horn).Note that the hooter switch is on the earth side of the hooter. It is good practice for auxiliaries  to be grouped 
with separate fuses. So there you have the basic wiring philosophy which should be relatively easy to follow. 
 
Next month in part two we look at the wiring in a little more detail along with tips and tricks on re-wiring your car.   

                                                                         Technical Time 




