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                                                          Chairmans Christmas message and chirp  
 
I never make New Year resolutions because it leads to disappointments.’ I rather get excited with each day of the year 
and face the changes and interesting things that take place. My dreams and expectations form part of my daily experi-
ences and plans. When I look again it is the end of the year and I can look back and say WOW, what a year. There were 
days of happiness, hardship, pleasures, success and disasters and one thing that stand out, is all the blessings I experi-
enced throughout the year and they are certainly worth more than all the new years resolutions we all make at the begin-
ning of the year. 
We all get overwhelmed by the demands that we face and through this we very easily become negative in a situation and 
the emotions that we find ourselves in. It is therefore important how we solve a problem or handle a situation. The key to 
solving all these problems is by going on our knees and thanking God for His love and blessings throughout the year. 
 
This time of the year brings me to the real meaning of Christmas. It’s not only about receiving but to give and to share 
our love with our loved ones and to celebrate the birth of our heavenly Father. I would like to wish you all the best for 

the festive season and wish you all a prosperous new year. Have a good restful time 
and those of you who are going away, drive 
safely. 
 
        Congratulations to all our prize winners. 
 
                        GOD BLESS  
                         The Captain. 
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                                                        Christmas message from the editor 
Owning a few Triumph motor cars probably makes me a true Triumph fan albeit that the marque is now obsolete, but perhaps in a way it 
makes them even more of a collectors item. Isn’t it amazing that mother earth has provided every single piece of  material from which 
every single part of our cars are made! Results of the so called “big bang” that some believe took place some millions of years ago forming 
the earth by some sort of freak accident? No sir, even if it were a “big bang” it was no accident, it was intended and carefully worked out to 
ensure all that could ever be required for mans survival would be present. To think an earth so perfect came about by accident doesn't even 
make sense. My late Father had a magnificent voice and did a lot of entertaining with it (a gift from God). I will never forget the beautiful 
song he used to sing ending with the words “and only God can make a tree”. You have probably guessed, the songs name was simply, 
“Trees”. My sports car has a wooden dash, steering wheel and gear knob, has yours?  When next we take a drive in our beloved classics 
lets bear in mind that every single part, nut, bolt, spring, wheel etc, was obtained from the raw mate-
rial provided by our Lord. After those few thoughts lets get on to putting Christ back into Christmas 
this year, after all it is His birthday we are celebrating and sometimes amid all the parties, present 
giving and celebrations, we tend to forget what the celebration is all about. Some people find it diffi-
cult to work out who the Father, Jesus and the holy spirit really are. Known as the “Blessed Trinity” 
I believe they are in fact one and the same person or body and that helps to make it easier for us 
humans to accept. At the time of Jesus He, the Father, came down to earth as his own son or some-
thing to that effect. Then that being as it may, Father and Savior let us wish you a very HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY.   Yes happy birthday Jesus, because I just know that it would truly make you happy, 
were we to put you back in your rightful place and that is in the forefront of all our celebrations and 
festivities and remember that with each gift that we give, Your gift outshines them all as it is still the 
greatest gift of all time. Thank you Jesus. 
 
                Have a very happy and blessed CHRISTmas,    Trevor. 

Kevin and Sheree 
Kevin and Sheree have been with us for the past 4 years and in that time Kev has become 
our Vice Chairman and “fun trophy” maker. I really enjoy asking couples how they first 
met as everyone has a different and sometimes unique story to tell, but how about this one? 
Kev says he met Sheree through a friend Sheree?! This then poses the question,  “was his 
wife firstly a friend or was it just a coincidence that Kevin knows lots of Sheree’s?” Now 
Sheree’s story, is that they met at Mpongo park? (sounds like some sort of monkey busi-
ness to me!). Kevin is nog a Datsun fan and owns a 1970 SSS Zero and a 1992 Nissan 200 
SX. Apart from racing his Datsuns Kevin is an ardent model car collector. Sheree is a bit 
of a bookworm and enjoys working in the garden. Her sport is a new one, its called Rear-
ing two children by the names of  Jessie and Tamryn who are 9 and 5 years old respec-
tively. (nothing wrong with that Sheree). Both of them ,(Kev & Sheree) were born and 
bred here in East London, Kevin attended Port Rex whilst Sheree finished her schooling at 
Cambridge High. I enjoyed hearing Kevins most embarrassing moment. He tells me that he was one day walking along the beach when he 
absent mindedly put his arm around his wife when suddenly he realized that Sheree was walking behind him? (that’s your story Kev and 
you stick to it). Sheree’s most embarrassing moment was when her and hubby attended her school reunion where she started choking on a 
kebab. Kevin came to the rescue by giving her the “Heimlich Manouver”???  I checked this out with my doctor friends at Medicross and 
they demonstrated how this maneuver is accomplished….. Dr Digby had me really worried when he stood behind me threw his arms 
around me and proceeded to tighten his grasp in a series of jerks, the visual effect must have been mind boggling to say the least, no won-
der it was her most embarrassing moment!. When Kevins not racing and Sheree’s not in the garden, their favorite type of car outings are 
those similar to our runs to the dam or river. To bring down the countries high crime rate they would like to see a more efficient police 
force and the return of the death penalty.  Sheree can’t wait for 2010 because she’s hoping Kev will buy her a brand new VW Polo, the car 
of her dreams, but allas, if Kev wins the lotto all he wasnts to do is expand his Datsun/Nissan collection. When wining and dining Sheree, 
Kevin will order her a pizza and himself a man sized steak with veggies. When couples come together for the first time they are usually 
attracted to some feature or action of the other, in this case it was Sheree’s beautiful blue eyes unlike my first meeting with my wife where 
I was fascinated with attributes slightly below the eyes. Sheree just loved her future spouse’s great sense of humor and his love of having 
fun. When it comes to accolades Sheree was actually Dux of her school during her matric year (fantastic achievement my dear, I was far 
too dumb, maybe dunce of the school would apply in my case). Should Kevin be stranded on a desert island, the person he would most 
desire to be stranded with would be Minki. But after due consideration decided that it could only be Sheree and she also agreed on that 
one. (I’m still waiting for some young chick to want me but I guess I’m now past my “sell by” date!). To throw a few accolades in Kevin’s 
direction I would mention that 1990 saw him win the “Clubman’s East Cape and Border championship. Since then Kev has taken part in 
many forms of motor racing, oval dirt racing, circuit racing and even rallying and off road rallying. Well done Kev. Kevin has his own 
business, “O & K plant and machine maintenance,” where he tells me they repair anything with or without wheels. (maybe I can take my 
wife in for an overhaul sometime). That about sums it up for this issue, Kevin & Sheree good luck and God Bless. 
                                                                                           
                                                                                                Trevor  
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      Ian Nicholson 

                                                                                                    Cobra 351 V8  Part 1 
                                                               Specification / Data Sheet 
 
  This project started with the purchase of an assortment of bits and pieces from Gary Miles in September 2001. As I made 
my way home with all the goodies on a borrowed trailer I had no doubt that anyone who saw this was convinced this load 
was destined for the local dumping ground. 
  To be honest I also had my doubts as to the wisdom of my purchase especially as I had so much still to learn regarding the 
actual detail and components required making this an authentic replica. My concern was that it should not only look good but 
also be technically sound in terms of suspension, handling, braking etc. At this stage I also had no idea what lay ahead in 
terms of the legalities of registration etc. 
  The good news is that as I nervously started the unpacking, sorting, cleaning, sandblasting etc I realised that I had indeed 
made a really good purchase in terms of the technical bits. I must thank Gary again for his guidance and assistance. 
  A breakdown of the purchase was as follows: 
 
Engine    A very special Cleveland 351 V8 fitted with much sort after Edelbrock 4V cylinder heads as standard equipment. 
This is the identical engine as used on the earlier Ford Mustangs. To add to the happiness the motor had only done 9000 km 
since being fully overhauled and fitted with new clutch, pressure plate etc.  
 
Carburetion    4 Barrel Holley 750 Double Pump    
 
Gearbox   The genuine strong as an ox Ford Top Loader also as fitted to the Mustang. 
 
Differential     Jaguar XJ6 running a 3.07 ratio giving a good balance of acceleration and open road cruising. 
 
Suspension      Jaguar XJ6 both front and back 
 
Wheels    These are 3 piece Compomotive Split rims commonly referred to as Hens Teeth due to their rarity. They were 16 
inch at the time of purchase but due to difficulty sourcing suitable tyres they were converted to 17 inch diameter. The fronts 
are 10 inches wide and the rear set are 12 inch wide. 
 
Tyres   Front    225 Goodyear F1 
            Rear     315 Goodyear F1 
 
Shock absorbers    6 x fully adjustable Gabriel gas rid-
ers 
 
Fuel Tank       70 litre Stainless Steel purpose fabricated 
 
Radiator       4 core Copper/ Brass purpose fabricated 
 
Exhaust      Stainless Steel banana branch headers, side 
pipe silencers and heat shields 
 
Performance   Horse power   400 plus @ 5400 RPM 
                         Torque             380 lbs/ft @3400 RPM  

+- 4 sec 
                         ¼ mile              12.5 sec 
                          Top End           250 kph Plus 



 

Trandy: Ink, Toner, Cartridges etc. 
      phone             0865136975 
 
Telequack:  Repairs to telephones, 
fax  machines and supplier of  Orion             
& Venus phones.      0834899137 
 
Autolec: Auto electric service and         
repairs  phone        0437431218     
 
Streak-A-Head:  Latest styles in 
hairdressing  phone 0437411244 
 
O&K Plant & Vehicle mainte-
nance phone     0437311535 
 
Dennis McCullum repairs. 
Electric gates, intercoms etc.  
phone             0437439728 
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December 2009 

 
Frank Jonker……..….7th Liza Jonker………..…9th Marcus Bezuidenhout..9th Janse Uyse………....13th Carol Nicholson…...13th Amanda Gradwell...18th 

 

The only event for December is the Awards evening at Comrades                        
        Starting 6.30pm on Saturday 5th December. See you there. 

The Committee 
Chairman - Johan Hattingh   

(hattinjp@telkom.co.za)(043 - 741 2577;  Cell: 
082 412 3365) 

Vice-Chairman - Kevin Clayton                               (043-7412403; Cell: 083 500 6185) 
Secretary - Kobus Maritz 

(maritzjs@mweb.co.za)    (043 - 7263431; Cell: 
083 419 3639) 

Treasurer - Alma Henderson 
(donhenderson@telkomsa.net)                                    (043 - 7353327; Cell: 083 306 7666) 

Events Co-ordinator - Joyce Hattingh 
(telequack@telkomsa.net)                                           (043 - 741 2577; Cell: 084 798 6248) 

Assistant Events Co-ordinator - Magda Maritz(maritzjs@mweb.co.za)    (043 - 7263431) 
P.R.O. - Carol Nicholson                                           (carol.nicholson@za.pwc.com)   (043 - 7073203)  
Scribe  Trevor Browne 

(trevorbrowne@absamail.co.za)  (043 726 
4798, Cell 082 499 5334) 

Clubhouse Co-Ordinator - Shaun Eberhardt 
(seberhardt@um.co.za)                                               (043 - 726 5772 ; Cell: 083 500 1355) 

Chief Judge / Score Keeper - Barry Gradwell      (barry.gradwell@crestchem.co.za)                                                   (Cell: 082 469 3136) 

Van and his friends Bob and Joe were killed in a motorcar accident while on their way 
back from a Christmas party. Arriving at the pearly gates St Peter asked Joe “if you 
wish go to Heaven show me something to do with Christmas”. Joe searches through his 
pockets and eventually found a piece of tinsel. “Very good said St Peter and what about 
you Bob?” Bob did the same and came up with a piece of mistletoe. “Wonderful” said 
St Peter, “and what about you Van”. Van eventually pulled a bra from his pocket and 
held it up. “What has that to do with Christmas?” asked St peter. “These are carols, says 
Van”!!!   

I’ll drink to your health when I’m with you, 
I’ll drink to your health when alone, 
In fact, if I drink to your health much more, 
I will shortly be loosing my own! 


